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From the Director’s desk:
Severe budget cuts expected

We have more budget detail this week
from Legislative leaders, but they haven’t
disclosed their reductions of “standing”
appropriations, which has led to rumors and
speculation in the media. Please keep in mind
that at this point in the budget negotiation
process, a) nothing is final and b) anything can
happen.

The new budget targets that have been
made public include some severe budget cuts
throughout the education system. The most
startling thing was the realization that the plan
is to reduce spending across the board by 6%
from fiscal 01 (or current level of ) spending.

Some program areas such as school food
services were not harmed (“held harmless”) to
preserve federal funding. Other areas were
cut far beyond 6% -- the College Work Study
Program is completely eliminated, for instance,
and IPTV is cut by 14%.

Community college state aid received the
6% across-the-board cut, but the reduction is
so severe -- $8.9 million less than this year –
that the impact would have far-reaching
affects on the students and communities they
serve.

New targets were not identified for
important standing approrpriations such as
state aid for schools, education excellence,
early childhood programs, class size reduction
programs, technology funding and teacher
compensation funding. Although rumors and
speculation about the severity of cuts abound,
we do not have any facts about the new
targets for the standings.

I believe the only certainty at this point is
that we will be expected to deliver the same

level of programs and services even though we
will have less money. This presents an ethical
dilemna for me; we need to provide the
necessary services, but I cannot pretend to
carry out our mandated obligations if I know
we do not have the funds to support them.

As such, if we face that situation, we
are likely to request that some obligations
(such as vehicle inspections or school
accreditations) be suspended or removed, or
perhaps funded a different way. These will be
extremely difficult decisions, and although we
can hope our budget forecast turns around, we
must be realistic and be alert for severe
reductions.

Teacher compensation policy
Budget negotiations amongst lawmakers

and state leaders will continue next week. In
addition, they still need to debate and vote on
several other priorities, including the teacher
compensation policy language. Governor
Vilsack continues to pledge his support for
teachers and students, and has asked the
legislators to stay true to the promises they
made at the beginning of the legislative session
– and that is to fully fund the teacher quality
initiatives at $40 million.
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